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least, rid the air of mutual recrimination. You should specially
speak to Shyam Babu and Suresh Babu. Why do they not come
to me if they distrust or suspect anything? We may hold different
views, but we need not swear at each other." "What about a simi-
lar charge iagainst Forward? I do not know, because I do not
read these newspapers; but I have heard complaints of that nature
against Forward also", I interposed. "Yes, Forward may have been
guilty. You know that I do not write for or supervise Forward as
you do in case of Young India. But if people will bring such things
to my notice, I will gladly investigate and set matters right. You
will, I think, find Forward always on the defensive, but one may
cross the boundary line even in putting up a defence. As you know,
I am investigating a serious case of unpardonable exaggeration in
Forward if the facts are as they have been put before me. I assure
you I have written most strongly about it. I have even sent for
the writer,9' Thus the conversation went on. I found, throughout
it all, a scrupulous care about justice to opponents and an honour-
able meeting of all parties.

"What do you say to convening an All-Parties meeting, or, as
Mr. Kelkar suggests it, of the AlUndia Congress Committee?" I
asked. "I do not want it at present," he replied. "The A.I.C.C.
is useless, because we Swarajists must play the game and give the
fullest trial to the new franchise. I tell you, I am more and more
coming round to your position about the charkha. I am afraid
we have not played the game everywhere. Here in Bengal, as you
have said, you had no opposition from any party. But had I not
been laid up, I would have shown the charkha to be a swinging
success. I tell you I intended to work the charkha whole-heartedly
and I wanted you to help me in the organization; but, as you see,
I have been helpless. No revision can take place this year. On the
contrary, we must all give the new franchise the fairest trial. I am
going to write to the Maharashtra friends about it."

Of the proposed All-Parties Conference he said, "We must not
have the conference just yet. I expect big things from Lord Birken-
head. He is a strong man and I like strong men. He is not as
bad as he speaks. If we hold the meeting, we must say something
on the situation. I do not want to embarrajss him by pitching our
demands higher than he may be prepared to grant at the present
moment. I do not want to disappoint him by understating our
demands. We must watch and wait. We can lose nothing by so
doing. If his statement is not satisfactory, that may be the time
for calling a meeting of all parties to decide upon a common course
of action/* This was to me a novel reason for not convening the